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?continued from page 1) 

this is at least harassment by 
communication." Since the notes 
contain "some implied threats 
which may well use to the level of 
the criminal statute of terroristic 
threats," Heath said that these 
incidents are being takcn very 
seriously by Public Safety and says 
that, I do not believe that if the 
offender is identified that these 
actions will be casually viewed by 
the administration." 

Heath said that if the guilty 
Party is identified, the student 
involved has the option of handling 
line situation "internally" or she 
can rile criminal charges, 

rte  (overwhelming ) support  for 
the. student who has been 
l'cl-irnized by these harassing 
11(4,  many students came together 
144 IVICTIdaY  todiscussthesituation 
4Illt 	organize 	activities  

communicating solidarity with the 
student. According to senior Donna 
Uettwiller, who was present at the 
meeting, "everyone that was 
concerned about the notes" 
attended. 

As a result of the meeting, 
different activities have been 
organized on campus. A march 
and rally held Thursday was 
attended by over one hundred 
students and faculty members. 
Banners and a time line illustrating 
the acts of harassment perpetrated 
against students over the past four 
years have been displayed in the. 
Centennial CampuirCenter. 
Uettwiller stated that "no central 
group rodcampus] on purpose" is 
the sole organizer of the activites. 
"Everyone is interested; they are 
ding what they want to do, so it 
gets done." 
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8MC Addresses Harassment 
ostudent was asked to take a leave from the college" 
sv  Amy Forster 

A letter soon to be released to 
Bryn  Mawr students will state, as 
?resident of the College Mary 
p2rLefson McPherson sum marize.d 

have identified someone who 
vie  believe may well have been 
involved" with the homophobic 
karassment letters slipped under 
the door of a Brecon resident. 

While Dean of the College 
Karen Tidmarsh expressed 
Qtisfaction with the conduct of the 
nvestigation. affirming, "The 
ilvestigation couldn't have been 

successful — the students 
;Acd to be cooperative couldn't 
'are been more so," members of 

community who had taken 
action to educate about the 
:-.arassment incidents were angry 
.;,tihedecision to keep most details 
:Idle investigation confidential.. 

In a meeting of 30 concerned 
munity members Monday 

in the Campus Center, an 
loaned student expressed that, 
it is excruciating to know the 

uknlity [of the harasser], and not 
be able to say it." Another student 
canmented, "That doubt (about 
Itt ilarasse.ree s identity) just make-s 
e'eryone more anxious." Despite 
in ger at the identity being kept 
oocridgrilad,Lhw wasSaUSlacuOn 
tkPressecl with how the search was 
conducted by Director of Public 
Safety Steven Heath. 

Prefacing her remarks at 
Mondays gathering by saying, 
Ibis is filtered by what I can tell 
104" senior Joanna Ho gave a  

brief sketch of the releasable 
information, From handwriting 
samples provided to two forensic 
experts, the identity of the harrasser 
was narrowed down from three 
suspects to the person now believed 
tohavecornrnitted the homophobic 
acts. The vague language of 
statements about the identity of the 
harrasser is due to the fact that 
there remains no hard proof of the 
suspected student's guilt. "The 
student was asked to take a leave 
from the college and complied," 
Tidmarsh said. 

Tidmarsh views the outcry for 
the release of the student's identi ty 
to be contrary to fundamental 
principles of Bryn Mawr. "This 
community puts a high value on 
confidentiality," she explained, 
citing Honor Board proceedings as 
an example. "It's hard for me to 
envision any situation in which 
there would be a full disclosure. In 
a different situation I think that 
these people [asking for the release 
of the harrasser's name] would 
wanttheirown ora friend Ps privacy 
respected," . 

Another justification for the 
release of the name which was 
cited by the upset students was that 
the silence. according, to onc 
student. "jeopardizes innocent 
people-  who may be suspected 0: 
involYernertt. Some students 
questioned the administration's 
understanding of the fact that 
people will in the words of one, 
"put two and two together" and 
spread the  information, Tidmarsh 
acknowledged that this would 

probably occur, and said, {`l wish 
that people would not participate 
in a lot of rumor-passing and 
speculation. but I don't see that 
influencing my role in protecting 
the privacy of the person." 

All involved acknowledge that 
an issue raised by the harassment 
is the effectiveness of the 
harassment policy. Students at 
Monday's meeting remarked that 
the policy lacks provisions 
governing what happens after a 
harasser is caught. 

"I think there are some clear 
omissions," agreed Dean 
Tidmarsh. As perceived problems 
she pointed out that the language 
of the policy seems to put the 
responsibility of confrontation on 
the harassed party, which has 
obviously 	uncomfortable 
consequences. Tidmarsh said that 
she believed that such incidenis. 
were the concern of the community 
at large, and therefore others could 
intervene on the victim's behalf. 
Other needs Tidmarsb cited were 
to make the options of the victim 
more clear, and to acknowledge 
the rights of the accused. 

Another problem with 
implementing the policy,Tidmarsh 
explained.is thatsome oftbestaget. 
have never been use 	Stie 
COM trmazi ner Kilter mat, it litmus 
to be worked through again pretty 
thoroughly... but 1 don't think it 
has gotten in the way of this 
investigation," 

A committee to re-work the 
policy will be set up this summer 
or early next fall. 
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