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lNTRODUCTION

The Bryn Mawr-Haverford uaJ
People's Alliance was founded in
the, fall of 1975 in crdexr %o pro-

. mote a supportive social environ-

ment for the gay community on cam—
pus, to educate the college commu-—
nities as to the nature of homosexu-
ality in contrast to the prevailing

" misconceptions and oregudlces a-

. gainst 1u,.and to create a polltl-
-~ .cal climate in which oppression of
"~~.gay“people might be effectively com-— .
. batted..
. beéen.in existence, we have sponsored
" a number. of sneakers on gay issues,

In the two years we have

" held three successful open dances,

ness of.the student community.

and worked to raise the conscious-
We
are issuing this newsletter to pro-
vide the community with general in-
formation on the. subject of homo-
sexuallty and to remind our readers
that we are eager to promote an open
and intelligent atmosphere for the
discussion and understanding ‘of ho--
mosexuality. Our meetings are held
every Thursday at 8:30 P.M. on the
second floor of the Bryn Mawr Col-
lege ITnn. Our office is located in
the basement of Jones Hall.at Haver-
ford; office hours are posted on the
door,
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“he’ sought me out‘

(LR AR

HAVERFORD

Never did I see so much lovely dog~

wood
tamed on lawns as yesterday at Haver-
"ford {
both pink and white, and also Peter
Bevin
proud of his nluchlng and very wide
. his grin
like the youngster's on the- corn-
- flakes box. - -
To'meet "a real writer who wrote
“bocks" ' LT e

He was &’ troubled boy
late 1ast nlght among his- ¢“1ends

when I -
-long hours leveled my aﬁtentlon
. at him,
r-at only him. And all -the ftime
- we kept looking into each other's
eyes,
not catching each other at it by
surprise -
but as if endlessly drlnklng, in
splte of
himself in love, I w1111ngly in
love. _

Paul Goodman, poet, |
novelist, playwright and critic,
is best known for his book, Growing
Up Absurgd.
~-Reprinted from The lMale lMuse,
published by the Crossing Fress.
Ian Young, editor..




ON BEING GAY

To be 2 gay person in our so-
ciety is %o be alﬂost constantly
aware of yressures, subtle and
noT~s0 subtle, to concezl or to
-alter one's identity. Most of us
have zdjusted to this fact, and
are accunstomed to the dally de-
cisions we must face, welghlng
factors of convenience, security
or friendship, with our desire to
be honest about ourselves. IZach
time we decide To be honest, we
are taking a risk. It may be as -
minor as someone staring at us in -
‘the street, or as major as a jail
senuence, or the loss of custody
of a child.

In our society, one major risk
we take 1s a legal one: in many
states, sexual acts between mem-
bers of the same sex are illegal.
of eourse, people are’ rarely pro-

. secuted under these laws. I sus- .
'-pect that, if they were, it would .

be easier %o change them. It is.’
hard to imagine, though, the ef---
.fect of such.laws on people who,
because of them, are subject to
‘1nx1m1datlon, blackmail, and co-
ercion by private c1tlzens, go-
vermment officials, and the po-
lice.” In addition %o these laws
are laws like the- one presently
being debated in the Pennsylvania
State Senate, which would prohi-
bit the hiring of homosexuzls for

some state jobs, such as state po-

lice, and nurses and staff in
state institutions dealing with
the handicapped, tne mentally ill,
or juveniles.

Hemoving these legal barriers:
to equality is a. crucial step; it
is only the first step, however,
since discrimination on an extra-
legal basis is prevalent through-
out our society. Gay people who
choose to acknowledge their sexu-
2lity, or those who simply fail
to concezl it "properly," are sub-
ject to discrimination in housing,
in employment, in educationzl op-
portunities, in child custody
cases, and in legal protection.
When this discrimination is not

" legally sanctioned, it is often
ignored by authorities..

These practical risks often
make it very difficult for a gay
person to live openly, especially
when added to such practical deter-
rents are emotional onss, such as
the pain of one's parents, the loss
of friendshins, or the ridicgule of
acquaintances, :All these asypects
combine %o make the simple state-
ment,: "I an gay" a very risky busi-
ness. So why.do we do it?

I think we have several reasons
for refusing to be invisible any
longer. One of the primary ones is
very personal: 1it's painful to pre-
tend to be something you're not.
It's inconvenient, and it mzkes it
hard to get close to people. Se=-
condly, ‘although at this point it
is risky to our careers and to our
personal lives to be openly gay, we

. feel that one good way to change -
. this situation is to refuse to hide.
. By becoming visible we demonstrate

our numbers, our splidarity, and.

"Qur-humanlty. People faced with us

are forced to re—evaluate théir pre-
judices and to think of us as human.
By refusing to hide, we also show

that we do not accept. societyl!s de—

- finition of purselves as sick or
“inferior people who are only‘flt

for hiding.

We want to be visible as' gay
people, finally, beczuse we like"
who. we are, because we are proud of
belng'gay, and because we feel that
ours is a valid, valuable, healthy
way of living.

Dona‘Brown




POETRY

Poetry

on the morning

of my departure from Fantasyland--—
This half-life I've been llVlng--
The frzil existence

between

the stars of eternity

and the beating of ny heart--

The svplendor of self-discovery!
The vzin of self-disclosure!

Lonely.

Steady rhythms

counting the seconds--

pain rushing through :
the secret places of night—-

aetm -

I don't believe
I've tzken myself this far—-

" this soon=—-

OH! to free the chains of Desting!
To escape the throes of Determinismi

The utter emtiness—-—
The aching for fulfilment

- And the determination

to voice this love
that has ;or S0 loqg been silent.

-Strengﬁn.

The wasteland of my soul
fllled;by the warmth of a friend--

Accepting me, -
Holding me. 3

Mary Lou Soczek

RELIGION AND HOMOSEXUALITY -
N AMERICA -

The Judeo~Christian heritage is
undoubtedly the major source of re-—
pression of homosexuality in Ameri-
cafoday (as well as of any form .
,of ;géxual behavior other than in- ™
tercourse between man and wife for
‘the purpose of procreation). The
so~called "godomy laws"™ and other
fornms of legal codes and social
tabéos which deal with "unnatural
- sex’all have their roots in this
tradition. What I would like to
“do-here is to examine briefly the
"biblical sources from which these
repressive attitudes ardcde and to
note their effects upon the reli-
“glous heterosexuzl's view of homo-
séxuality and the religious homo-
sexuzl's view of him-— ¥r herself.

There are three main references
to homosexuwality in the Bible, two
in the 01d Testament 'znd one in the
New. The first is tHe tale of Lot
and his adventures with the two an-
gels of the Lord in Sodom (Genesis

19), which was destroyed by God af-—

) ter the men o6f the city tried. to

pressure Lot into handlng over to
them’ sald angels, "that we may know o
(Thus. the word "sodomy™ was”
colned and came to be & sin.) The-
second is Jehovah's own words +o the.
people of Israel (Iater to bgcome
known ag the "MosaiciCode"), and is
very clear and stralghtforward---
"Thou shalt not lie with. mankind,

as with womankind: it is abomina-
tion" (Leviticus 18: 22). (Note

that only male homosexuality was

" forbidden; lesbianism, while frowned

upon, was rather common amongst the
Israelites.) The third reference
is from the firgt.letter of Paul to
the Corinthians, verse 9, where he .
warns that certain ftypes of people
are not likely to inherit the king-
dom of God; among thesé are included
the malakoi, g Greek word meaning -
"effeminate men" or "male nrosUitutes“‘
but quite often translaued as "homo- |
sexuals." I
Now, there are many, many straight
people living between New York and -
San Franciseco who take the Scriptures

(continued on page four)




quite seriously, not to mention 1li-
terally. UNot surnrlslrvly, many of
them hate queers.  O0thers, who are
somevhat more enllghtened, pity
them. My cousin Carol is one of
these compassionate tyves, and the
way she chooses to deal with my
"vroblem" is characteristic of their
general attitude towards homosexu-~
ality: it is obviously wrong and
sinful and wnatural--the Bible
makes that perfectly clear, and
you can't argue with the Bible—
and it has led me from the true
path that God has set for me. It
is indicative of the depravity of
our times ("if only Christ would
come againi"). Yet she has hope
¢ that I will some day turn back to
God; in fact, she prays every day
that God will make me miserable,
so that I will forsake my evil
ways and allow Him to change me.
Not being Jewish or Christian,
it is easy. for me to be cynical
about, such things, to question the
‘ merality, if not the validity, of
"8 God who destroyed the men of.
Sodom, who wished to rape His a-
- &ents, while saving Lot, who of-
fered them his two virgin daugh-
ters instead. There are count-
less gzy men and women, however,
‘who are also Jews .or Christians,
and have to deal not only with .
the -oppression from without but
also from within. Many are’ able
to reconcile their sexual orien-
tation with-their religious con-
. victions by reinterpreting cer-
tain passages of ‘the Bible. Such
interpretations range from the
rational (for 1nstance, parts of
the losaic Code can be seen as
rules for survival meant for a
nomadic tribal existence which ,
are hence inappliecable in today's
society), ta the questionable
(there have been atitempts to show
that the Sodomites wanted to
"know" the angels in the literal,
rather than the "biblical,™ sense
of the word), ito the natently ah-
surd (one radical HZurovean priest
actually tried to prove’ uhat Christ
was gay, in order to intensify His
1dent1f1caﬁlon w1th the downtrod&eﬂ

1never~hurts to play it safe.

masses). At any rate, gzy churchs
and synagogues have sprung up and X
grown rapidly in recent years in
most major cities of the nation;
many of them, in particular the
evangelicgl Metropolitan Community

‘Church, are sttempting to do for

the gay rights movement what lMartin
Luther King, Jdr., did for civil
rights.

+ However, there are nrobably just
as many religious gays who cannot
reconcile their beliefs with their
lifestyles, who spend their lives
in the closet plagued with guilt,
because they firmly believe that
they are sinners. A recent sgcio-
logical survey of male homosexuals
(Weinberg ané Williams, 1974) has -
found that "among those who regard’
religion,as very important, those
who percéive homosexuality as more
in violation of religion score
lower in stability of self-concept

‘(end, in the United States, self-

acceptance) and higher in ‘depres-
sion than do those who do not per-
ceive such 2 violation....™

For the true-believers who are
reading this, I urge: you fto pray
for‘your~gay brothers. and sisters .
who-are in this dilemma. And, while
you'tre at it, maybe you coul&xof-
fer-aAcounter-prayer for me—-it%

-BIIL Reynal&s T

'-; _;R.eally Mom, there s no need Jcc

mnr_y be.c:aus«a the dorm’s gcms caed .
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Androgyny—-a state comblnlng the
characteristics of both sexes.
Increasingly thought of as a
state toward which all indivi-
duals must strlve to overcome
mutual oppression and mlsunder-
standing.

Bisexual--a person who is sexually
attracted to both sexes, not ne-
cessarily equally.

Butch & Femme--used. .td describe
male/female roles in a lesbian
relationship. These words are
rejected by many lesbians as of-
fensive and inaccurate in de-
scribing relationships.

Closet (in the)--a term used for
gay people who conceal their.
sexual preference.

Cruising--the term used for the
process through which some gay
people seek out a sexual part-
ner, usually in a place known
to be ;requented by gay people
(such as a library or park, _
restaurant, bar, dining center).

Chicken-~adolescent or younger
male homosexual. »

Dyke--originally a derogatory epl—
thet, now used with prlde by
some lesbians.

. Faggot (also Fairy, Pansy, Homo,

- Queer, Nelly; etc.)--derogatory
" epithets for male homosexuals.

- ’'is’vicious and oppressive.

Gay--the most widely used term
for homosexualsy approved of by
the homosexual and enlightened
straight communities.

Gay Bar--(There are many in Phila-
delphia--call GPA if you're in-
terested)--bars, often with

" dancing, frequented almost ex-

" clusively by homosexuals. Bars
range from very cruisy to con-
versational.

Hermaphrodite--a person who possesses
the physical characteristics of
both sexes (a genetic trait).

Lambda (A)--the eleventh letter of
the Greek alphabet; originally
used to denote- oppressed minori-
ties. It has since evolved into
the symbol for gay liberation.

Lesbian~--female homosexual.

Lezzie--derogatory term for lesbian.

Pederasty--sexual relations between
an older male and a young boy.
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Sodomy--(a) a legal term: any "un-
natural sex act," (b) a biblical
term: sex between two men, or
a man and an animal.

Straight--a heterosexual; a person
whose sexual interests are for
- members of the opposite sex. .

Transsexual--a pgrson who has phya
sically altered (usually surgi-
cally) his or her body in order
to acqulre the physical charac-
teristics of the opposite sex.
Most transsexuals do not consider
themselves homosexuals.

Transvestite--a person who dresses
in the clothing of the opposite
sex. They are not necessarily
homosexuals. -

Trick--a sexual encounter, usually
casual.

It is important to realize that
words are not neutral things, and
that they carry with them associ-
ations which render some acceptable
and others oppressive. Our choice
of words has an effect both on our
own attitudes and on the people a-
round us. It should therefore be

_the concern of every person to

choose his/her words with regard

- o thesensikilities of all indi- }
b viduals with whom‘he/She comes into'
, .. .} .contact. e :
The hostile use of these labels I ' : ~;:.< -:sr« SRR

> Tont. Flscher and
Michael ‘McDonald




GAY

SJCTIOT I: HNULTIPLE CHOQICE -
1. Christopher Street is (2) a gey
- book-store in Philadelphiz (D)

2 psychiagtric exvert on homo-
sexual issues (c) a street in
New York City where people in
gay bars resisted harassment
and arrest (d) a gay journalist

2. D.0.B. stends for (2) Dykes on
Bikes (b) Daughiers of Bilitis
(e) date of birth (d) Dexense
of Bisexuality oo _

3. Leonard Eatloviteh is (a) a dis-
nonorably discharged Air Force
sergeant (b) a civil rights
worker (c) 2 California 'State
legislator (d) Chairman of the

.National Gay Task Force

4. Which of the following was he-
terosexual? (a) Andre Gide
(b)Y Leonardo da Vineci (c¢) Eli-
zabeth Cady Stanton (d) Vlta
- Sackville~West . ~

SECTION II' FILL IN THE BLANKS
" 1. Name three

y novellsts (of
elther sex ‘

oy R - .-__"‘_
»\ -

2. Name two states in which homo-
sexuality between consenting
adults is legal.

3. Who wrote The Autobiogranhy of
Allce B. Toklas?

4. Name one characteristic which
identifies a person as gay.
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QUIZ

AKX RRKEXARARKANTYE RS FHERREHURXRRRX
SEC”ION ¢ Score one point for
N each correct answer. .

(¢) On June 29, 1969, po’lce be=-
gan a normal routine of harass-—
ment of a gay bar, Stonewall Iunn
in Greenwich Village. The cus-
tomers resisted this harassment,
however, creating headlines and
inspiring gay people to resist
dlscrlmlnauﬂon.

1.

(b) Dauvghters of Bilitis is a

. lesbizn'organizavion founded
in the 5Q's to protect the ci-
vil rights -of lesbian women.

(2) Leonard Matlovitch was given
a dishonorable discharge because
of his sexual: preference. He
publicized the issue of gay
rights and fought the rullng in
the civil courts. :

(b) Elizabeth Cady Stantbn was
heterosexual, or-at least mar-
ried. , .

4.

_ SECTION II: N
X 1,’Givé'joﬁrself one po:ﬁt'fbf'ééch
~.o: answer, and an extra point, if

_ " youw have included both.sexes.

2. Any two of the following, for-one
point each: Illinois, Comnec—
ticut, Colorado, Hawaii, Dele=-
ware, Ohio, New*metlco, Califor-

"niay Maine, Seouth Dakota, Wa-*
shington, North Dakota, Oregon
Arkansas.

3. Gertrude Stein (one point).

4. If you answered sexuzl or affec-
tional preference for members
of the same sex, give yourself
one point. If you answered
anything else, take off five
points.

Possible Score: 12
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